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they said: Look, there is not a much 
better place on Earth fitted for a fed-
eralist form of government where the 
power is in the states or provinces and 
in the localities. We don’t need a big 
powerful dictator. We need strong 
states or provinces. 

Yet, the constitution we hoisted onto 
the Afghan people, led by a man who is 
now in the State Department once 
again leading efforts—as I understand 
it, he is the guy who said let’s give 
them a centrist government. 

That is what the constitution gave 
Afghanistan. The President of Afghani-
stan appoints the governors. He ap-
points the mayors. He appoints the po-
lice chief. 

The people in Afghanistan have said: 
Look, this is horrendous. This is a for-
mula for corruption. For heaven’s sake, 
at least let us elect our governors, 
elect our mayors. Let us choose our 
own police chiefs. 
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But that is not the constitution that 
we gave them. But there has been an 
amendment movement for some time. 
The Obama administration would not 
support it because they had some of 
the same State Department people that 
said: No, let’s keep this corrupt cen-
trist—they didn’t say corrupt, but that 
is exactly what it gave them. And the 
Afghan people don’t like what America 
forced on them. 

The solution is, encourage them. And 
since we spend billions of dollars there, 
look, you want another dime? Amend 
the constitution; allow an election of 
governors and mayors, local selection 
of police chiefs. Let’s return the power 
to the provinces. 

As my friend, former Minister 
Massoud, there has said: Look, if you 
will help us get that amendment done, 
then whenever America leaves, we have 
got power back in our local areas. So if 
the Taliban takes over one province, or 
tries to take over the national govern-
ment, all the other provinces can rise 
up and come after them and kick them 
out like we did last time. 

But as long as we have got this co-
erced, very centralized government, all 
they have got to do is knock off a few 
people at the top; which is why we have 
people that shouldn’t still be in the 
State Department who are negotiating 
with the Taliban, not even our friends. 
Our friends are going to be dead when 
we pull out because we are leaving all 
this power for easy reach of the 
Taliban. 

We ought to be negotiating with our 
former allies, the ones that defeated 
the Taliban within six months, and get 
them that amendment, push them to 
get that, help them have those first 
elections under the amended constitu-
tion, and then get the heck out of Af-
ghanistan. 

In that regard, we have a man who is 
not here on the floor this week, hasn’t 
been in January, named WALTER 
JONES. He wanted us out of Afghani-
stan, and he has for a very long time. 

He is not going to be around to see that 
happen is the indication. 

But, Madam Speaker, I know there 
are many of us that love that guy, and 
I was sad to see him in hospice last Fri-
day. Prayers are with his family, be-
cause WALTER is going to go home and 
be better off. But we miss him. 

I was heartened to see our friend, 
ALCEE HASTINGS here on the floor a 
while ago. He has been going through a 
difficult bout of pancreatic cancer; 
been going through chemo, and I know 
my friends on both sides of the aisle 
will continue to pray for and encourage 
him. 

We can have strong disagreements. 
We don’t wish anybody to go through 
what WALTER and ALCEE have been 
going through. 

One other friend that I spoke to in 
the last week, she has been in my pray-
ers, Anne Graham Lotz. What an in-
credible gift to America Billy Gra-
ham’s children have been. And our 
prayers will continue to be for Anne, 
ALCEE, and my friend, WALTER, and his 
family. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois (at the 
request of Mr. MCCARTHY) for today 
and the balance of the week on account 
of a family matter. 
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PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE 
RULES 

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
FOR THE 116TH CONGRESS 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker, 
I respectfully submit the Rules of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services for the 116th Con-
gress, as adopted by the committee on Janu-
ary 24, 2019. 

RULE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 
(a) The Rules of the House of Representa-

tives are the rules of the Committee on 
Armed Services (hereinafter referred to in 
these rules as the ‘‘Committee’’) and its sub-
committees so far as applicable. 

(b) Pursuant to clause 2(a)(2) of rule XI of 
the Rules of the House of Representatives, 
the Committee’s rules shall be publicly 
available in electronic form and published in 
the Congressional Record not later than 60 
days after the chair of the committee is 
elected in each odd-numbered year. 

RULE 2. FULL COMMITTEE MEETING DATE 
(a) The Committee shall meet every 

Wednesday at 10:00 a.m., when the House of 
Representatives is in session, and at such 
other times as may be fixed by the Chairman 
of the Committee (hereinafter referred to as 
the ‘‘Chairman’’), or by written request of 
members of the Committee pursuant to 
clause 2(c) of rule XI of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives. 

(b) A Wednesday meeting of the Committee 
may be dispensed with by the Chairman, but 
such action may be reversed by a written re-
quest of a majority of the members of the 
Committee. 

RULE 3. SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DATES 
Each subcommittee is authorized to meet, 

hold hearings, receive evidence, and report 

to the Committee on all matters referred to 
it. Insofar as possible, meetings of the Com-
mittee and its subcommittees shall not con-
flict. A subcommittee chairman shall set 
meeting dates after consultation with the 
Chairman, other subcommittee chairmen, 
and the ranking minority member of the 
subcommittee with a view toward avoiding, 
whenever possible, simultaneous scheduling 
of Committee and subcommittee meetings or 
hearings. 

RULE 4. JURISDICTION AND MEMBERSHIP OF 
COMMITTEE AND SUBCOMMITTEES 

(a) Jurisdiction 
(1) The Committee retains jurisdiction of 

all subjects listed in clause 1(c) and clause 
3(b) of rule X of the Rules of the House of 
Representatives and retains exclusive juris-
diction for: defense policy generally, ongoing 
military operations, the organization and re-
form of the Department of Defense and the 
Department of Energy, counter-drug pro-
grams, security cooperation and humani-
tarian assistance activities (except special 
operations-related activities) of the Depart-
ment of Defense, acquisition and industrial 
base policy, technology transfer and export 
controls, joint interoperability, detainee af-
fairs and policy, force protection policy, and 
inter-agency reform as it pertains to the De-
partment of Defense and the nuclear weap-
ons programs of the Department of Energy. 
While subcommittees are provided jurisdic-
tional responsibilities in subparagraph (a)(2) 
and are required to conduct oversight in 
their respective jurisdictions, pursuant to 
clause 2(b)(2) of rule X of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, the Committee re-
tains the right to exercise oversight and leg-
islative jurisdiction over all subjects within 
its purview under rule X of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives. 

(2) The Committee shall be organized to 
consist of six standing subcommittees with 
the following jurisdictions: 

Subcommittee on Tactical Air and Land 
Forces: Army programs and accounts related 
to aircraft, ground equipment, missiles, am-
munition, and other procurement; Marine 
Corps programs and accounts related to 
ground and amphibious equipment, fighter 
aircraft, helicopters, air-launched weapons, 
and ammunition; Air Force programs and ac-
counts related to fighter, training, recon-
naissance and surveillance, and electronic 
warfare aircraft, helicopters, air-launched 
weapons, ground equipment, and ammuni-
tion; Navy programs and accounts related to 
fighter, training, and electronic warfare air-
craft, helicopters, and air-launched weapons; 
tactical air and missile defense programs 
and accounts; chemical agent and munition 
destruction programs and accounts; and Na-
tional Guard and Reserve equipment pro-
grams and accounts. 

Subcommittee on Military Personnel: De-
partment of Defense policy and programs 
and accounts related to military personnel 
and their families, Reserve Component inte-
gration and employment, military health 
care, military education, dependent schools, 
POW/MIA issues, Morale, Welfare and Recre-
ation, commissaries, cemeteries under the 
jurisdiction of the Department of Defense, 
the Uniform Code of Military Justice, and 
military retirement issues. 

Subcommittee on Readiness: Department 
of Defense policy and programs and accounts 
related to military readiness, training, logis-
tics and maintenance, military construction, 
organic industrial base, the civilian and con-
tract workforce, environment, military in-
stallations and real property management, 
family housing, base realignments and clo-
sures, and energy. 

Subcommittee on Seapower and Projection 
Forces: Navy and Marine Corps acquisition 
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